
The Tolerance Grants Initiative aims to promote greater understanding among different religious and ethnic groups in Russia.

Tolerance grants foster greater inclusion and appreciation of ethnic and religious diversity. They DO NOT promote the exclusion of one group or the promotion of one group over others.  A religious affiliation does not prevent an organization from participating in the program as long as the project does not promote any particular religious group, confession or its tenets. 

The Tolerance Grants Initiative supports projects that include participants from different conflicting segments of a community working together to improve relations.

Good projects will demonstrate an understanding of some of the underlying causes of local animosities and present a plan for addressing those causes to reduce conflict. Excellent proposals will not only reduce conflict but encourage cooperation and good relations. The Tolerance Grants Initiative encourages applicants to look for and build upon the values shared among groups and members of groups.

Proposals must contain accurate and well-developed implementation plans and clear explanations of how the project goals will be achieved. Complete projects will be given preference over individual activities such as conferences, publications, or round tables. A complete project involves a sequence of coherent events, logically interwoven and linked in time, designed to achieve specific goals within a particular time frame, focusing on target audiences, and leading to concrete and measurable results that will directly benefit the local community.

This initiative does NOT support:

· Cultural or linguistic preservation projects;

· Projects aimed exclusively at assisting victims of intolerance;

· Projects that exclude one group or promote one group over others;

· Political or partisan activities;

· Research and academic projects and academic conferences;

· International travel and support of foreign participants;

· Direct social services (health care, psychological rehabilitation and counseling, legal consultations, vocational training, providing employment opportunities, etc);

· Competitions of any kind as the focus of a project;

· Cultural activities (festivals, concerts, arts exhibits, etc.); and

· Sports festivals and competitions.

· Setting up a new entity unless it is part of a broader project; and

· On-going operating costs.

Projects that promote human rights or fight discrimination against women, children, the disabled, HIV+ individuals, etc; are considered under Democracy Commission Small Grants Program, not by the Tolerance Grants Initiative.

Who can apply?

Applications must come from registered Russian non-governmental and non-commercial organizations with a bank account in rubles in a Russian bank. American and third-country organizations and individuals are not eligible. Projects can only be submitted by organizations and not by individuals. Government agencies, businesses and commercial institutions are not eligible. There are no geographic priorities or limitations on applicants, except a requirement that the project be implemented in the Russian Federation.

How do I apply?

Projects must use the official application form available from Public Affairs. The application form has recently been changed. The Commission prefers applications using the new form, and will absolutely stop accepting the previous form after Jan. 31, 2004. To request an application, call 095-728-5242, send e-mail to MoscowDC@state.gov or download the application materials from our web site at http://www.usembassy.ru/programs/tolerance.php.

Proposals should be submitted in English, if possible, and delivered by e-mail. Russian versions will also be accepted. If e-mail delivery is not possible, applications can be delivered by regular mail or fax. 

Applicants are encouraged to provide any press clippings or other significant publicity about its activities. The application form must be accompanied by the applicant's registration certificate, balance sheet for the previous year, and letters of support or commitment from any partners who are included in the proposal. Attached documents can be sent by fax or regular mail.

Proposals should be sent to:

E-mail: MoscowDC@state.gov

Fax: 095-728-5262 (Attn: Tolerance Grants Initiative)

Post:

Tolerance Grants Initiative

Public Affairs Section 

US Embassy

Bolshoy Devyatinskiy Pereulok, 8

121099 Moscow, Russia
What is the deadline for proposals?

There is no final deadline for submitting requests.  Applications may be submitted anytime during the entire calendar year.

What are the eligible geographic areas?

The Tolerance Grants Initiative welcomes projects from all regions of the Russian Federation, and encourages projects with activities outside of the larger cities. There are no specific geographical limitations except that the project be developed in the Russian Federation. 

What are eligible activities?

Only activities that work to promote tolerance and understanding among various religious and ethnic groups in Russia will be funded under this program.

What is the eligible time frame?

The time frame for the project should be appropriate to the project activities and should not exceed 12 months.

What are the sizes of the grants?

The maximum grant is USD 24,000.  Most awards are much smaller.  Last year,  the average grant size of USD 10,000, but organizations that have never received any grants from any source, may not apply to receive grants exceeding USD 7,000.

What costs can be included in the budget?

Only costs necessary for carrying out a project are eligible for funding. Any other long-term infrastructure needs that support the operation of an applicant organization are ineligible. Salaries, administrative expenses, and purchase of equipment should be linked to specific grant project activities, and the need for these items for the project should be explained.

All eligible costs must be real itemized costs and cannot take the form of lump sums.

How do I know the status of my application?

After a proposal has been received, it is prepared for review at a Democracy Commission meeting. If there are questions, applicants will be contacted to provide feedback. It is therefore important to be sure that the contact information that you provide is current.

The Commission will inform applicants of the outcome as soon as the proposal has been reviewed. We discourage applicants from calling about the status of their proposal.

What Does the Commission Tend to Reject?

Common reasons that proposals are rejected include:

· the project includes activities that are ineligible under Democracy Commission rules, such as:

· Direct social services (health care, psychological rehabilitation and counseling, legal consultations, vocational training, providing employment opportunities, etc);

· Research and academic projects and academic conferences;

· International travel and support of foreign participants;

· Cultural activities (festivals, concerts, arts exhibits, etc.) and sports festivals and 

competitions;

· Setting up a new entity unless it is part of a broader project;

· On-going operating and administrative costs;

· Political or partisan activities;

· the project lacks a concrete plan of action;

· the project's plan of action includes publications or events without a detailed description of their contents;

· the project consists exclusively of coordinating the work of others;

· the project consists of setting up a new organization without any other coherent project activity;

· the project is limited to a particular event without any more project activity;

· the project goals are vague and not measurable; project results are non-specific and impossible to measure.

How is the Money Disbursed?

Grants will be disbursed in two parts. At the beginning of the grant period, 80 percent of the grant amount will be disbursed through bank transfer to the grantee. Upon completion of the grant activity, the grantee will provide the Commission with final reporting, both fiscal and narrative. Upon receipt of the final reporting, the remaining funds will be reimbursed based on actual expenses and receipts, up to the remaining 20 percent of the grant amount.

ABOUT THE TOLERANCE GRANTS INITIATIVE:

The Tolerance Grants Initiative was established in 2002 to provide relatively small amounts of money to indigenous registered non-governmental non-commercial organizations seeking to promote tolerance and understanding among various religious and ethnic groups in Russia.  The Public Affairs Section administers the program with grant decisions made by the Democracy Commission, which is chaired by the Ambassador or his representative and includes members from most US government agencies at the Embassy.
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