
So Youõd 

Like to Visit 

the U.S.

Getting A Visa Isnõt As 

Difficult As You May Think!
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

Welcome to the 

Consular Section at 

the U.S. Embassy in 

Moscow!  

You are about to begin 

the process of 

applying for a non-

immigrant visa to visit 

the United States.  
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

Many people think that getting a 

visa to visit the United States is 

difficult, if not impossible.  

Itôs not!

For over a year now, almost 

everyone who has applied for a 

tourist visa has received one 

(over 95% of our applicants!).
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

ÅSubmit to Pony Express (a courier service with over 100 

offices throughout Russia). 

-your complete application; 

-the visa processing fee of USD 131.

ÅEach applicant will be informed of the date and time to come 

to the Embassy for:

- biometric finger scanning (all applicants age 14-79);

- a personal interview.

*Visa applicants who have already provided ten 

fingerprints may not need to return to be finger 

scanned and interviewed for a subsequent visa.
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On the day of your appointment all you need to bring is:

Itõs Easier Than You Think

Passport Visa application form
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ÅYou can also bring any supporting documents youôd like.

ï For example: an invitation from your U.S. sponsor or friend; a note from 

your employer proving your employment and salary; a note from your 

university regarding your student status, etc.

ÅKeep your additional documents and be ready to show them if 

needed.

Itõs Easier Than You Think
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ÅFor your safety and that of 
others, you will need to pass 
through a security screening 
area.

Å The guards will need to look 
through your bag and then you 
will be asked to pass through a 
metal detector very much like 
those at the airport.

Itõs Easier Than You Think
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

ÅCellular phones, beepers, calculators, 

GPS equipment, radios, PDAs and any 

other electronic devices are not allowed in 

the building.
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

ÅAt the first window the information 

you included in your application will 

be checked to ensure it is in our 

computer system and is accurate.

ÅAlso, your photo will be added to 

your electronic file. 

Step 1
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

Step 2

ÅYou will then go to a window 

where your 10 fingers will be 

digitally scanned and added to 

the information included in your 

application.

-Four left fingers;

-Four right fingers;

-Two thumbs together.
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

While you are waiting for your interview to come up, take the time 

to make all your documents ready and place them in your hand to 

pass to the consular officer. 
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

Step 3

ÅWhen you go to the interviewing 

window, hand in:

-Your application form;

-Your international passport.

ÅPlease do not arrive at the window 

with these documents in your 

purse, bag, folder or envelope.
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

If you have come with your 

family you may all interview 

together, but remember that 

the consular officer will 

consider each application 

individually.
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

ÅWhen asked, pass your 

additional documents to the 

consular officer in the space 

under the interview window. 

ÅDonôt worry if the consular officer 

doesnôt ask for all the documents 

you brought.
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Consular officers are well-

trained to recognize false and 

fraudulent documents.  

Donôt buy these from anyone 

who suggests that you will not 

be approved otherwise. 

Presenting false documents in 

the support of your visa 

application could result in the 

loss of your opportunity to visit 

the Unites States for the rest of 

your life.

Itõs Easier Than You Think
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Itõs Easier Than You Think

ÅThe consular officerôs decision to 

issue or deny a visa is based on 

legal standards set forth in the U.S. 

Immigration and Nationality Act 

(INA) of 1952, as amended.  

ÅUnder the INA, a foreign national 

may qualify for a U.S. visa if the 

consular officer determines that the 

national has sufficient ties to 

compel him/her to return to a 

residence abroad.
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